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Sept. 2 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Labor Day Greeting to the Nation 
September 2, 2001

Hello, and happy Labor Day. On this 
day we celebrate the hard work of Ameri-
cans. Teachers and doctors, farmers and 
factory workers, policemen and engineers, 
bankers and mechanics—the working men 
and women of America are a model for 
the world. 

Work is important to our human dignity. 
Everyone should know the satisfaction that 
comes from working hard and seeing re-
sults from your labor. That is why we need 
a strong and growing economy that creates 
jobs for all. 

Americans everywhere have reason to be 
proud this Labor Day. We also have rea-
sons to be profoundly grateful. We live in 
a blessed land, strong and free, at peace 
in the world, where we are able to enjoy 

the fruits of our labor and pursue our 
dreams. We should never forget what a 
rare and hopeful time in history this is. 
May God continue to bestow His blessings 
upon our land. 

I hope you have a safe and enjoyable 
Labor Day. 

NOTE: The greeting was videotaped at ap-
proximately 2:30 p.m. on July 30 in the Map 
Room for later broadcast. It was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
August 30 but was embargoed for release 
until 4 p.m. on September 2. It was fed by 
satellite to networks and local television sta-
tions on August 31. A tape was not available 
for verification of the content of this greeting.

Remarks to the Northern Wisconsin Regional Council of Carpenters in 
Kaukauna, Wisconsin 
September 3, 2001

Thank you all. I brought the A team 
with me. [Laughter] I tell you, I can’t tell 
you how proud I am of the job that Laura 
is doing. Both of us are thrilled to be back 
in the great State of Wisconsin, in the 
neighborhood of the mighty Green Bay 
Packers. I’m old enough to remember the 
Ice Bowl—[laughter]—but I shouldn’t 
bring up a sore subject—[laughter]—well, 
I mean, a fine subject. [Laughter] At any 
rate, we’re thrilled to be here. 

Doug, I want to thank you for a couple 
of things. First of all, I want to thank you 
for your leadership. Doug is a plain-spoken 
fellow. There’s no question where he 
stands—[laughter]—which is good. There’s 
also no question of where his heart is, and 
his heart is with the working men and 

women of the country, and I appreciate 
that, Doug. 

There are a lot of talkers in Washington, 
DC, a lot of fancy-footwork people, but 
there’s also some doers. And Doug puts 
his mind to getting something done; he can 
get it done. And as he said, sometimes we 
agree; sometimes we don’t. But I will tell 
you, we’ll always answer his phone. We’ll 
always listen to what he has to say. 

He brought a severe problem to my ad-
ministration that relates to the carpenters 
and hard-working people of America. It had 
to do with pension benefits, that the pen-
sion plans weren’t fair for the carpenters 
and for the working people. So we sat 
down with Doug and his folks and worked 
with some Members of Congress. And part 
of the tax relief plan that we got passed 
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